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1Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1993). Be strong (Jos 5:1). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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Commentary 
5:1-8 

♦ Circumcision was the outward mark of Israel’s covenant with God (Gen 17; 21:4; Exod 12:43–49; Lev 12:3).  
Israel’s uniqueness among the nations sprang out of this covenant God had made with their ancestor, Abraham.  
In Genesis 12:1-3 God had established a covenant.  Later in Chapter 15, God enacts this covenant.  Then in 

                                                           
2Galaxie Software. (2002; 2002). 10,000 Sermon Illustrations. Biblical Studies Press. 
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Genesis 17 circumcision, the mark of the covenant is begun.   Jeremiah 9:24-25 alludes to the fact that other 
nations probably practiced circumcision, including Egypt, but they did not do it for the religious reasons.    

 
♦ During the forty years of exile, the men of Israel had not been circumcised.  This was for religious reasons, 

symbolizing they were in the wilderness and not in the covenant land, as well as for practical reasons, difficulty in 
continuously moving throughout the wilderness while recovering from the operation.  At any rate, this moment of 
covenant renewal was quite significant for the people as they were recommitted to the LORD. 

 
 
5:10-12 

♦ Now that Israel has been circumcised, it is time to celebrate the Passover.  Circumcision was a requirement for 
celebrating the Passover, “The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover: no 
foreigner is to eat of it; but every man’s slave purchased with money, after you have circumcised him, then he 
may eat of it.” (Exodus 12:43-44).  

 
♦ Carson’s comments on this event are helpful: “The celebration of Passover on 14 Nisan at the end of their journey 

reminded the Israelites that they began this marvellous journey with God through his Passover. This is a 
forerunner of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 5:7), whose blood provides Christians with salvation from God’s judgment on 
Satan’s world (cf. Ex. 12:1–7) and whose flesh, symbolized by bread, provides for their sanctification (Ex. 12:8–
11). On the very next day (the phrase comes three times in vs 11–12), they began to enjoy the long anticipated 
food in the promised land. The tiresome forty years of eating manna in the desert were now behind them (cf. Nu. 
11:4–9).”3  

 
 
6:1-27 

♦ Chapter 6 begins the detail of Joshua’s wars with the nations who inhabited the land of promise.  We must realize 
that Palestine was (as it is now) a prime piece of real estate.  There were mighty nations living on the land that 
Joshua and Israel were seeking to possess.  The description of the battles last until Chapter 12.  We read in 
11:18 that the wars were quite lengthy and must not be thought of as a quick, painless experience, “Joshua 
waged war for quite a long time with these kings.” 

 
♦ Jericho was an important city in the ancient near east.  It was inhabited as early as 9000 B.C.  By 7000 B.C., it 

had a wall around it and is known as the oldest walled city in the world.  The following from Harper’s dictionary 
gives more detail, “Jericho is six miles north of the Dead Sea. Its broad plain, irrigated from the copious spring of 
modern ‘Ein es-Sultan, just east of the ancient city, is extremely fertile. A ford near the city carries an important 
east-west road and makes Jericho a strategic entrance point from Transjordan into the highlands of Judah. The 
city of OT times is represented today by a mound 70 feet high and 10 acres in area. The tropical climate and 
vegetation of the Jordan Valley earned Jericho the title ‘city of palm trees’ (Deut. 34:3).”4  

 
♦ Butler wonderfully summarizes the enduring meaning of the Jericho event for Israel, “The Jericho story provided 

an illustration of God’s promises fulfilled. He had promised to Joshua that he would receive the gift of the land and 
the presence of God if he were obedient to the command of God (chap. 1). Chapter 6 shows that Joshua listened 
to the command of God, carried out the command of God, received the land of God, experienced the presence of 
God, and enjoyed the acclaim of the people. What God said, he did.”5  

�
 

 
 
 

                                                           
3Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition. Rev. ed. of: The new Bible commentary. 3rd ed. / edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer. 
1970. (4th ed.) (Jos 5:10). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press. 
4Achtemeier, P. J., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. (1985). Harper's Bible dictionary. Includes index. (1st ed.). San Francisco: Harper 
& Row. 
5Butler, T. C. (2002). Vol. 7: Word Biblical Commentary : Joshua. Word Biblical Commentary (Page 72). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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Reading Plan for Joshua 
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