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CORE COMPETENCIES 

�
Core Beliefs 
·  Trinity 

·  Salvation by Grace 

·  Authority of Bible 
·  Personal God 

·  Identity in Christ 

·  Church 
·  Humanity 

·  Compassion 

·  Eternity 

·  Stewardship 
 
Core Practices 
·  Worship  

·  Prayer 

·  Bible Study 
·  Single-Mindedness 

·  Biblical Community 

·  Spiritual Gifts 

·  Giving Away My Time 
·  Giving Away My Money 

·  Giving Away My Faith 

·  Giving Away My Life 
 
Core Vir tues 
·  Love 

·  Joy 

·  Peace 
“ I  am free from anxiety 
because things are r ight 
between God, others and 
myself.”  
·  Patience 

·  Kindness/Goodness 

·  Faithfulness 

·  Gentleness 
·  Self-Control 

·  Hope  

·  Humility 

 

 
 
  

   
reed.  Selfishness.  Disobedience.  Sin.  These are ugly words, aren’ t they?  

Unfortunately, they are often more than just words or hypothetical ideas.  
In our study of Joshua, we come this week to a sobering halt in the victory march of 
God’s people. Sin had entered the camp and was threatening the purity and wholeness of 
God’s movement in and among the nation of Israel.  Perhaps God’s response seems harsh 
or severe at first. But look closely this week at God’s Word for the reality of the 
consequences of sin.   What does Achan’s sin cost God’s people?  How does sin affect 
community?  Let’s allow God to work deeply in us as we study this important passage of 
Scripture. 
 
In Him, 
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I f you are new to using the Engage for  our  Joshua ser ies— 
 
Included in the Engage for July 10th is an Appendix to our series in Joshua. You may 
access it through the Grace Community Church web site (www.gracecommunityaz.com) 
under “This Sunday,”  simply click on the “Learn More”  button and “Download Study 
Guide”  for July 10th.  You can then print the final three pages which contain the 
appendix.  In the Appendix you will find three items that have been included in previous 
lessons, and are necessary for understanding and completing the daily assignments in the 
Engage.   The first part is a brief introduction to using the Engage study guide and 
contains some basic instructions, techniques, and suggested tools.  Please read through 
this before beginning your study time!  Also included is a Reading Plan for the entire 
book of Joshua, since we will only be looking in depth at thirteen of the twenty-four 
chapters.  Lastly is a map entitled “Occupying the Land.”  
 
Review from last week’s study in Joshua 5 and 6— 
 
Last week we looked at the three major events that occurred in Joshua 5 which included 
the circumcision of all the men, the celebration of the Passover along with the cessation 
of God’s provision of manna, and Joshua’s encounter with the Commander of the Lord’s 
army.  We also witnessed the success of God’s very unusual battle plan for the defeat of 
Jericho.  We learned that our trust in and obedience to God often requires fearlessness 
even when God’s instructions appear illogical or even absurd.  Still we must allow the 
authority of His Word to direct all that we think and do.  

 
 
Reading Plan Assignment for  this week:  Joshua 9-12 
 

 
MEMORY VERSE 

“Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for 
this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You 
cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it.’  ”   

Joshua 7:13 
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Day 1  (Joshua 7 and 8)   

As every day we go to God’s Word, begin your time in prayer asking Him to reveal His truth to your mind and your heart 
and to transform your life by that truth. 

This week we will see the first example (in the book of Joshua) of disobedience on the part of the children of Israel and 
the consequences of that disobedience.  Begin your reading today in Joshua 6:27, and read all the way through chapters 
seven and eight.  When you have finished reading, note your first impressions of the events that are recorded here. 

Recall the events recorded in Joshua 6 – the miraculous defeat of Jericho – and note the last verse of that chapter.   

Verse one of chapter seven begins with the word “but.”  This word often signals a contrast.  What do you see contrasted 
between Joshua 6:27 and 7:1? 

 
 
 

Read Joshua 7:2-5 and record the details of the event recorded in these verses. 
 
 
 

From verses 6-9, what is the response of Joshua and the elders to the defeat?  Record what things Joshua says to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

What does God say to Joshua in verses 10-12? 
 
 
 

Before you stop for the day, reflect on the truths that you have seen so far in regards to how God sees and deals with sin.  
What principles might God want you to take to heart and apply to your life from these few verses? 

 
 

Review the passages you have been committing to memory (Joshua 1:6-11, Joshua 2:11, Joshua 3:3-5, Joshua 6:20), and 
begin today to memor ize Joshua 7:13.  Remember that as we store God’s Word in our minds and our hearts, we are 
doing that which God says is necessary to be strong and courageous, prosperous, and successful. 

 
 
Day 2  (Joshua 7, Deuteronomy 7 and 13)   
 

Pray first! 
 

Today we will read through Joshua 7 several times, marking key words each time (these words are taken from the New 
International Version).  Remember to actually read the text, not just look for certain words!  The marking of these words 
aids your study in at least three ways:  it forces you to read the passage multiple times, it slows down your reading so you 
can more carefully observe the details, and because you have more carefully observed the details, it helps you to more 
accurately interpret the meaning of the passage within the context.  Mark the following key words (including synonyms 
and pronouns) in the same way as you have in the previous lessons and chapters.   

LORD (God), Joshua, command, ark, devoted, any expressions of time (including words such as then or after) 
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When we began our study on the book of Joshua, we also began two lists on separate paper.  We will continue to add to 
these lists throughout our study of Joshua.  The first is God’s Character and His Ways and the second, entitled Joshua, 
contain insights about his character and experiences.  If this is your first week, you may at some point want to go back and 
list what you see about Joshua and the LORD from the previous chapters of Joshua, but for now begin your lists with your 
insights from chapter seven. 

   
Read through Joshua chapter seven again, marking with distinctive colors or symbols the following words, including 
synonyms and pronouns. These are new key words, so remember to record these on your personal bookmark with the 
marking of your choice: 

Achan, sin (and any form of transgression), consecrate 
 

Last week in chapter six, we saw that God gave specific instructions as to what was to be done with everything once the 
city of Jericho was taken.  Joshua 6:18 and 19 says, “But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring 
about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and 
bring trouble on it.  All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into His 
treasury.”   

 
What did Achan do that clearly transgressed God’s commands?  What are the steps that he confesses in verses 19-21? 

 
 

The word devoted (“under the ban”  in the New American Standard Version) is a key word that you marked last week and 
today.  This word was used in Deuteronomy when God was giving clear direction to the children of Israel before they 
entered the Promised Land, as well as eight times in the book of Joshua.   
The Hebrew word is cherem and has the meaning of usually a doomed object, consecrated possession, i.e., a thing 
devoted to the LORD, a thing set apart to utter destruction, given to the ban, i.e., a thing or person that will be destroyed as 
a consecration to the LORD.   
Look up and read the following verses from Deuteronomy and record what you learn. 

 Deuteronomy 7:22-26 (NIV translates cherem as “set apart for destruction”) 
 
 
 
 Deuteronomy 13:12-18 (NIV translates cherem as “condemned”) 

 
 
Day 3 – (Joshua 7, Genesis 3, 2 Samuel 11 and 12, Ephesians 4, 1 John 1)  
  
In Joshua 7:13 God tells Joshua to consecrate the people and for them to consecrate themselves in preparation for 
tomorrow.  Consecrate means to set apart, to purify or make clean.  If you were Achan, what might have been your 
thoughts and feelings through that long night? 

 
 
 

As you follow the events of Joshua 7, list everything you learn about Achan’s sin just from observing this chapter.  Where 
did his disobedience begin?  How did it progress?  What were the consequences?  Who all was affected?   
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Now read the account of Eve’s sin in Genesis 3:1-8 and David’s in 2 Samuel 11:1-6; 12:9-12.   What parallels do you see 
to Achan’s sin?   

 
 

What principles can you draw for you own life from these examples that God has given to you? 
 
 

Read Ephesians 4:22-32 and record some things that God says have no place in the life of His children? 
 
 
 

Now allow God to examine your heart and your life.  1 Corinthians 10:11-13 says, “ These things happened to them as 
examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. So, if you think you 
are standing firm, be careful that you don’ t fall!  No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is 
faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way 
out so that you can stand up under it.”   Spend some time consecrating yourself according to the pattern of 1 John 1:5-10. 

 
Day 4 – (Joshua 8, Deuteronomy 27-28)   
 

Pray first! 

Today we will concentrate our time in the eighth chapter of Joshua.  Read through the chapter marking the following key 
words, including synonyms and pronouns, as you have in previous chapters.  Also note the geographical locations 
mentioned and identify them on your map.  LORD (God), Joshua, command, ark of the covenant 

After marking these words, add insights about God and Joshua from this chapter to your lists.  

As a “bonus”  assignment, if you can make the time to read Deuteronomy 27 and 28, it will give you a much better 
understanding of the significance of Joshua 8:30-35! 

This chapter offers some obvious contrasts to the events from chapter seven.  There are also similarities and differences 
between this conquest and Jericho.  Note below the differences and similarities that you observe. 

 
 
 
 
 

Reflect on the experiences you have observed thus far in the book of Joshua.  Consider those things experienced by the 
children of Israel and any experiences specific to Joshua as their leader.  What lessons do you see that are surfacing 
repeatedly?   

 
 
 

How are these principles applicable to you?   
 
 
 

How does this encourage, convict or strengthen your spirit?   
 
 

Before you stop for the day, record what you see as the major theme or title of each chapter in your Bible. 
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Day 5 
Pray first! 

Today we will consider the truths that we have seen from this portion of scripture and how it can encourage us in the core 
virtue of Peace.  Our creed states, “ I am free from anxiety because things are right between God, myself, and others.”   
The key verse for this virtue is Philippians 4:6-7 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”    

As you studied God’s Word this week, you observed the disobedience in Achan’s life, and the very clear results when 
things were not right between God, Achan and others.  Restate in a personal application of the principles we learned from 
Achan’s life, how the virtue of peace is affected by your right or wrong relationships between God, yourself and others. 

If you are not experiencing the peace of God guarding your heart and your mind, ask Him to show you any areas of your 
life where there is sin against Him, in your hearts as well as your actions.  Then practice the pattern of 1 John 1:9 that 
says, “ If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” , 
and claim the promise of Hebrews 12:9, “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. No 
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for 
those who have been trained by it.”  

Allow God, through His Holy Spirit, and His Word to encourage and strengthen you.  This is His desire for your life! 
 

Joshua in Context 
 

These two chapters are strategically placed next to each other to show the perils of disobedience for Israel (chapter 7) with the 
fruitfulness of obedience in warfare (chapter 8).  The question was whether Israel would live in self-confidence or utter dependence on 
God.  A hopeful conclusion is that although they messed up in the first case, with the sin of Achan, God is faithful and accepts their 
repentance in the fall of Ai. 
 

Joshua 7  
¨  In this section we learn of Achan’s sin.  However, the narrator is clear to assert that it is not just the individual 

who is affected by the sin.  In the previous chapter, the idea of national solidarity was already brought up, “But 
you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the 
devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it.”  (6:18).   

¨  At first glance, the opening verses of Chapter 7 do not seem as though Joshua and the Israelites did anything too 
offensive.  However, when we take into account some of the context and how they should have been waging war, 
we find a theme of disobedience and a lack of trust that will culminate later in the chapter with Achan’s sin.  
Joshua should not have sent spies without direct order from the LORD to do so.  In addition, the spies rely on 
numbers rather than the LORD.  These actions are at odds with how God had expressly commanded them to go 
into war. 

¨  It is very interesting to note that in 7:11 God says that Israel had “ transgressed”  the covenant.  This is the same 
word used a few chapters earlier when Israel did not want to cross over the Jordan River.  They did not want to do 
this great feat, but a few chapters later, they apparently are all to eager to cross over the lines of the covenant God 
had made with them (Genesis 12, 15, 21).   

 

Joshua 8 

¨  From the first words of this chapter, it is obvious God is being honored in this battle.  It is God who speaks first 
(8:1), whereas in the previous chapter, it was Joshua taking the initiative to send spies.  Throughout the opening 
verses we can see contrasts. 

¨  The name Ai ironically means “ruin.”   It was a Canaanite stronghold in the ancient near east.   
¨  Joshua tricks the King of Ai to send all his men, even those in the “Bethel”  or “house of god”  to the battle lines.  

The term “house of god”  was not referring to the God of Israel but the temple of the pagan Israelite gods. 
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Occupying the Land 
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