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�� ne of the things I love about the apostle John is that he paints pictures in bold 
colors—he's rarely subtle.  He has been indelibly clear when describing the 

nature of our God—completely light, without a hint of darkness.  And he's not minced any 
words when he's called on us to demonstrate our own “followership” of Jesus—to walk in 
the light and not be characterized by sin.  Here in this section, John paints again in bold 
relief in contrasting the true nature of love and its absence.  While we're often tempted to 
"water down" the concept of love to fit our own choices, John does not let us off the hook 
so easily.  Let's look intently at what God has said the true nature of love is and allow 
God's Word to be a mirror to our lives once again.  Once again a huge thank you to 
Sandy G. who has provided us with a wonderful guide and tool to study Scripture. 
  
Still Growing, 
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1Zodhiates, S. (2000, c1992, c1993). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.) (G26). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 
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2Galaxie Software. (2002; 2002). 10,000 Sermon Illustrations. Biblical Studies Press. 
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